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Total Solar Eclipse

The Longest Cosmic Event in 2000 Years

The eclipse is expected to blanket Shanghai in darkness for more than five minutes starting from 9:39 am on July 22 (a

Wednesday), although the partial eclipse will last a total of three hours as of 8:23 am.

It is a grand gift for 2009 - coincidentally the International Year of Astronomy - and one that will not present itself for
another three centuries. The last time the city saw an eclipse was in 1575. Zhoushan, a city slightly southeast of
Shanghai in Zhejiang province, is expected to be the best place to see the eclipse in the country but anywhere along

China's eastern coastline will afford premium viewing due to the trajectory of the sun and moon.

Shanghai is one of 42 Chinese cities that will witness the total eclipse from start to finish, according to the Purple
Mountain Observatory of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. The temperature is expected to drop by 15 to 20
degrees Celsius during those few minutes as the city is plunged into darkness. Local city district governments have
been preparing for weeks to prevent accidents and public panic by ensuring street lights are turned on among other

measures.

The event is expected to make history as the longest solar eclipse viewed by the largest population ever. Eclipses

happen when the moon slides between the Earth and the sun at a specific angle.

Traversing half of the Earth's sphere, the total eclipse will be visible within a narrow corridor. It will begin in India then
move over to Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar and China. On the Chinese mainland, it will pass over Chengdu,
Chongging, Wuhan, Hangzhou and Suzhou before hitting Shanghai. The best view is expected to be in the east of the
city at Yangshan Deepwater Port one minute after it arrives (8:24 am). People in Beijing, Guangzhou and Hong Kong
will enly be able to see a partial eclipse. The eclipse will be broadcast live locally and nationally on Shanghai TV,
CCTV and via the Internet.

Vievﬂng Tips: failure to protect your eye can damage the retina

®  View during partial and annular eclipses requires properly designed and certified solar filters.

®  Sunglasses are not safe. Do not use DIY filters using common objects like a floppy disk removed from its case, black color
slide film and other devices.

] It is safe to observe the total phase of a solar eclipse directly with the unaided eye, binoculars, telescope or camera is
completely covered by the moon. :

e Photographing an eclipse is possible using a fairy high magnification telephoto lens.

® Do not look at the sun through a camera viewfinder — until the eclipse is total.

Book your Continental Breakfast at ext. 2756 for a most unique and precious outdoor dining experience.
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